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Biographical History

Janet A. Nolan was born in San Francisco, California, on January 20, 1946. She earned her BA
from the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, Massachusetts in 1967 in History. From 1967 to
1976 Nolan taught eighth grade American History as well as high school English. She then
continued her education at the University of Rhode Island in Kingston, Rhode Island, where she
earned her MA in History in 1978. She received her PhD in History from the University of
Connecticut in 1986. As a teaching assistant at the University of Connecticut, she taught courses in
Women's History, Western Civilization, and Modern European History. Her dissertation,
“Ourselves Alone: Women's Emigration from Ireland, 1885-1920," was published in 1989. It
chronicles the journey that Irish women made during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries to the United States.

In 1987, Nolan earned the position of Assistant Professor of History at Loyola University Chicago.
As part of the faculty Nolan taught Introductory Western Civilization, Oral History, and Modern
European history classes. Later in her career, Nolan taught Irish History and Irish American
History classes. Nolan has been named "One of the Three Most Effective Teachers at Loyola
University" in 1990-1998 and was named "One of the Faculty Members Who Most Inspired Them to
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become Historians" in 1992. She received other honors for her academic work and has given
countless talks at conferences and seminars. She published work in the Irish Studies Review, New
Hibernia Review, and Eire-Ireland, among others, as well as published books for Notre Dame
University Press and University Press of Kentucky. Dr. Nolan retired from Loyola University
Chicago in 2009.

Scope and Content

The Janet A. Nolan Papers consist of materials that pertain to Dr. Nolan's career as an author,
educator, researcher, and historian. Most of the topics within the collection concern the fields of
education, Irish Studies, and Women's studies, or a combination thereof. The collection is divided
into six series; the materials are arranged alphabetically within each series.

Series 1: Correspondence, 1981-2008, undated, Boxes 1-2

This series contains correspondence written and received by Janet Nolan. The subject of the
correspondence reflects Nolan's professional career, activities, and research. Much of the
correspondence pertains to her publications and research, but not exclusively. This series is ordered
chronologically.

Series 2: Professional Activities, 1979-2007, undated, Boxes 2-5

This series contains materials from professional conferences, organizations, workshops, and
committees that Dr. Nolan was involved in. Also included are materials from colleagues, awards
that were applied for/received, interviews, and publicity items.

Series 3: Publications, 1986-2008, undated, Boxes 5-9

This series contains Dr. Nolan's published articles, books, and reviews, as well as citations, drafts,
and manuscripts of her writing. Her works include the following topics but are not limited to: Irish
emigration/immigration, Irish American teachers, and Women's mobility in Ireland and the United
States.

Series 4: Research, 1980-2005, undated, Boxes 9-12

This series contains copies of articles, biographical information, letters, newspaper clippings, and
notes that pertained to Dr. Nolan's research. Most of the materials focus on Irish American teachers
and Irish America.

Series 5: Teaching, 1969-2001, undated, Boxes 13-14

This series includes all material that is related to Dr. Nolan's classes that she taught while at Loyola
University Chicago. Much of this series pertains to Nolan's Oral History Class, which is listed as
HIST 483 in Loyola's course catalog.

Series 6: Audiovisual, 1992-2006, undated, Box 15

This series contains photos, photo reprints, transparencies, digital reprints (hardcopies printed from
digital files), and software (floppy disks) that relate to Dr. Nolan's research and professional
activities. Many of the photo reprints were published in Nolan's books.

Subjects:

Janet A. Nolan, Ph.D. (1946-)
Emigration and immigration
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Irish Americans—Genealogy
Irish Americans—History
Irish American women

Irish in America
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Title
Janet A. Nolan Papers
1969-2008, undated

Series 1: Correspondence, 1981-2008, undated
Research/Professional Activities
Research/Professional Activities
Research/Professional Activities
Research/Professional Activities

Publications
Publications
Publications
Publications
Publications

Teaching

Series 2: Professional Activities
Academic Talk: “Culture and Migration: The Case of Irish
Women in the Late Nineteenth & Early Twentieth
Centuries”
Academic Talk: "How "Traditional" is the Highland
Tradition?"
Academic Talk: "The Irish Famine, Women, and
Emigration"
Academic Talk: "Lenin's Women: Alexandra Kollontai
and Bolshevik Feminism"
Academic Talk: "Minds to Hands: The End of a Golden
Age for Irish-American Teachers, 1920-1935"
Academic Talk: ""The Nun Who Stopped Traffic' and the
'Patrick Henry of the Classroom': Justitia Coffey, Margaret
Haley, and Chicago's School Wars"
Academic Talk: "Ourselves Alone: Irish Women in
America, 1885-1920"
Academic Talk: "The Scottish Diaspora"
Academic Talk: "Strange Bedfellows: Irish Nationalism
and Irish Feminism"
Addison-Wesley Longman: Oral History Manual
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1981-1996
1996-1999
2000-2001
2002-2008,
undated
1987-1991
1992-1994
1995-1997
1998-2003
2003-2008,
undated
1989-2006

1989-1990

2000
1998
1979
200-2006

2005

1988-1989

2000
1980

1999
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Evaluation

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP): Historical
Archives Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda
AAP: Oral History Workshop

AAP: Oral History Workshop

AAP: Oral History Video
ACIS Joint Conference, Belfast
ACIS Midwest Regional Conference

Bedford/St. Martin’s: Western Civilization Textbook
Review

Bedford/St. Martin’s: Western Civilization Textbook
Review

British Council Grant-in-Aid Travel Stipend: Application
& Related Materials

Colloquium: “St. Patrick’s Daughters: Education &
Women’s Mobility in Nineteenth and Early Twentieth
Century Ireland and Irish America”

Colloquium: “Servants of the Poor: Education & Mobility
in Ireland and Irish America at the Turn of the Twentieth
Century”

Conference Paper: “Daughters of St. Patrick: Education &
Women’s Mobility in Ireland and Irish America: A
Preliminary Look”

Conference Paper: “The Emigrants of Ahadarra: Social
History and the Novel”

Conference Paper: “The Great Hunger & Women’s
Emigration from Ireland,” The Hunger Stream Conference
Conference Paper: “The Great Hunger & Women’s
Emigration from Ireland,” International Conference on
Hunger

Conference Paper: “Irish Women’s Migration, 1885-1920:
An International Perspective”

Conference Paper: “Life Histories: Education & Women’s
Mobility in Irish Chicago”

Conference Paper: “The National Schools & Irish
Women’s Mobility in the Late Nineteenth and Early
Twentieth Centuries”

Conference Paper: “Ourselves Alone: Irish Women in
America, 1885-1920”

Conference Paper: “Servants of the Poor: Teachers and
Mobility in Ireland and Irish America”

Conference Paper: “Women’s Place in the History of Irish
Atlantic”

Conference Paper: “A World Not Lost: Oral History &
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1989-2005
2005-2006,
undated
2007, undated
1995, undated
1993-1994,
undated

2000, 2006,
undated

2003

1993, undated

1996

2002

1998

1994, undated
1995, undated

1995, undated

1991, undated
2000

1995-1996,
undated

1988
2003
2006-2007,

undated
1995, undated
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Stories Almost Lost”

Crossroads Irish American Festival: Introduction
Curricula Vitae: Professional

Facts on File, General Publishing Information
Faculty Fellows Program

Fulbright Fellowship: Application

Funding Proposal: History Department Spring Lecture
History Course Descriptions: The Teaching Company
IRB Workshop

International Migration Review: Manuscript Evaluation

Irish Research Fund: Application
Journal of American History: Reviewer Information
Journal of Women's History: Manuscript Evaluations

Kelleher, Patricia: Project Descriptions
Leave of Absence Application: Research
Leave of Absence Application: Teaching
Lecture Series: "The Last of the Romanovs"
Loyola University Research Support Award
Loyola University Summer Research Stipend

McGraw-Hill: Western Civilization Textbook Proposal
Mid-America: Editorial Board Materials

Murphy, Maureen: C.V., Project Description,
Recommendation

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend
New Hibernia Review: Advisory Editor Materials

Oral History Review: Editorial Board Materials

Publicity
Publicity

Seminar: “Saint Patrick’s Daughters: Education &
Women’s Mobility in Ireland and Irish America”
Seminar: “Teaching Oral History at the Graduate Level”
Television Appearance: “Emigration & the Single
Woman”

Television Appearance: “The Golden Door”

Television Appearance: “The Irish Empire: A World
Apart”

Women’s History Week Radio Program Notes
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undated
undated

2006
1998-2000,
undated
undated
1995-1996
2006

2002, undated
1992, 1995-
1996

1998, undated
1997
1992-1993,
2003, undated
2004-2005
1992-1996
undated

2006

1997

1988, 1996-
1998

2003, undated
1990-1993,
undated

1994

1997

1998, 2006,
undated
1996-2005,
undated
1989-1999
2000-2007,
undated

1996, undated

1992
undated

2005, undated
1998-1999,
undated
undated
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Series 3: Publications, 1986-2008, undated
Article: Education & Women’s Mobility in Ireland & Irish
America, 1880-1920: A Preliminary Look”

Article: “Irish American Teachers & the Struggle Over
American Urban Public Education, 1890-1920: A
Preliminary Look”

Article: “Legacy: Education & Women’s Mobility in Irish
Chicago & San Francisco in the Early Twentieth Century”
Article: “The National Schools & Irish Women’s Mobility
in the Late Nineteenth & Early Twentieth Centuries”
Article: “Patrick Henry in the Classroom: Margaret Haley
& the Chicago Teachers’ Federation”

Article: “Silent Generations: New Voices of Irish
America”

Article: “Women & Emigration Topic of Swiss
Conference”

Blurb: The Transforming Power of Nuns

Book Cover: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America

Book Chapter: “Education: Irish-American Teachers in
Public Schools, 1880-1920”

Book Chapter: “L’extraodinaire aventure de I’emigration
des femmes irlandaises, 1885-1920”

Book Chapter: “Haley, Margaret Angela”

Book Chapter: “The Irish Diaspora and its Far-Reaching
Cultural Impact”

Book Chapter: “The Irish Diaspora and Its Legacy”
Book Chapter: “Pioneers in the Classroom: Irish
American Teachers in San Francisco in the Late
Nineteenth & Early Twentieth Centuries”

Book Chapter: “Pioneers in the Classroom: Irish
American Teachers in San Francisco in the Late
Nineteenth & Early Twentieth Centuries”

Book Chapter: “Saint Patrick’s Daughter: Amelia Dunne
Hookway & Chicago’s Public Schools”

Book Chapter: “Unintended Consequences: The National
Schools & Women’s Mobility in the Late Nineteenth &
Early Twentieth Centuries”

Book Review: The American Irish: A History

Book Review: Antebellum Irish Immigration and
Emerging Ideologies of ‘America:” A Protestant Backlash
Book Review: The Bible War in Ireland: The “Second
Reformation” and the Polarization of Protestant-Catholic
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1997-1998,
undated
1992, undated

2000, undated
1997
undated

2004-2005,
undated
1991, undated

1996-2000,
undated
undated

1997

1991-1993,
undated
1993-2001,
undated

1999, undated

undated
1999-2000

2000-2007

1995-1997,
undated
2003

2000-2004
2003, undated

2006, undated
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Relations, 1800-1840

Book Review: Emigrants in Chains: A Social History of
Forced Emigration to the Americas of Felons, Destitute
Children, Political & Religious Nonconformists,
Vagabonds, Beggars & Other Undesirables, 1607-1776
Book Review: Erin’s Heirs: Irish Bonds of Community
Book Review: Fanny & Anna Parnell: Ireland’s Patriot
Sisters

Book Review: Forgetting Frolic: Marriage Traditions in
Ireland

Book Review: From Queen’s College to National
University: Essays on the Academic History of
OCG/UCG/NUI, Galway

Book Review: Good-bye, Piccadilly: British War Brides
in America

Book Review: The Harp & the Eagle: Irish-American
Volunteers & the Union Army, 1861-1864

Book Review: How the Irish Became White

Book Review: The Irish Charter Schools, 1730-1830
Book Review: Irish Church Records: Their History,
Availability & Use in Family & Local History Research
Book Review: The Irish Diaspora: A Primer

Book Review: Land! Irish Pioneers in Mexican &
Revolutionary Texas

Book Review: Luxury & Austerity

Book Review: Making Sense of the Molly Maguires
Book Review: A “Manly” Study?: Irish Women
Historians, 1868-1949

Book Review: The Nearest Place That Wasn’t Ireland:
Early Nineteenth-Century Irish Labor Migration

Book Review: The New York Irish

Book Review: The Opening of University Education to
Women in Ireland

Book Review: Outsiders Inside: Whiteness, Place, & Irish
Women

Book Review: The Pastoral Role of the Roman Catholic
Church in Pre-Famine Ireland, 1750-1850

Book Review: Peacework: Oral Histories of Women
Peace Activists

Book Review: Pearse’s Patriots: St. Edna’s & the Cult of
Boyhood

Book Review: Political Economy & Colonial Ireland: the
Propagation & Ideological Function of Economic
Disclosure in the Nineteenth Century
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1992, undated

1991-1992
1992

1999, undated

2002, undated

1998

2007
1996-2003,
undated
1997

1994

1994, undated
2003

1999-2000
1998

2006
1995-1996
1996-1997,
undated
2008

2001, undated
2006-2007,
undated
1991

2005

1992, undated
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Book Review: Precious Memories of a Black Socialite: A
Narrative of the Life and Times of Constance Thompson
Book Review: Private Histories: The Writing of Irish
Americans, 1900-1935

Book Review: Round-Trip to America: Immigrants
Return to Europe, 1880-1930

Book Review: Seeking Common Ground:
Multidisciplinary Studies of Immigrant Women in the
United States

Book Review: The Shamrock & the Lily: The New York
Irish & the Creation of a Transatlantic Identity, 1845-1921
Book Review: Them & Us? Attitudinal Variation Among
Churchgoers in Belfast

Book Review: “Your Fondest Annie”: Letters from Annie
O’Donnell to James P. Phelan, 1901-1904

Citations: “Education: Irish-American Teachers in Public
Schools: 1880-1920”

Citations: General

Citations: Ourselves Alone: Women’s Emigration from
Ireland, 188501920

Citations: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America

Draft: Ireland in Transition 1867-1921

Draft: Ourselves Alone: Women’s Emigration from
Ireland, 1995-1920, 1/2

Draft: Ourselves Alone: Women’s Emigration from
Ireland, 1995-1920, 2/2

Draft: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America

Index: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America

Manuscript: At the Crossroads: Old St. Patrick’s & the
Chicago Irish, 1/2

Manuscript: At the Crossroads: Old St. Patrick’s & the
Chicago Irish, 2/2

Manuscript: Ourselves Alone: Women’s Emigration from
Ireland, 1885-1920, 1/3

Manuscript: Ourselves Alone: Women’s Emigration from
Ireland, 1885-1920, 2/3

Manuscript: Ourselves Alone: Women’s Emigration from
Ireland, 1885-1920, 3/3

Manuscript: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America, 1/4

Manuscript: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America, 2/4
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1991-1992
2006, undated
1994, undated

1993

2005
1998-1999
2004-2006
2000
1999-2001,
undated
1989-2003,
undated
2003-2005

undated
undated

undated
2002-2004,
undated
undated
1997

1997

1986

1986

1986

2004

2004
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Manuscript: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America, 3/4

Manuscript: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America, 4/4

Manuscripts: Unidentified

Manuscript: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America

Publication Contract/Royalties: Ourselves Alone:
Women’s Emigration from Ireland, 1885-1920

Reviews of: The Irish in America: The Long Journey
Home

Reviews of: Ourselves Alone: Women’s Emigration from
Ireland, 1885-1920

Review of: Servants of the Poor: Teachers & Mobility in
Ireland & Irish America

University of Notre Dame Press Website: Servants of the
Poor: Teachers & Mobility in Ireland & Irish America
University Press of Kentucky Website: Ourselves Alone:
Women’s Emigration from Ireland, 1885-1920
Unpublished Criticisms of: Ourselves Alone: Women’s
Emigration from Ireland, 1885-1920

Video Reviews: The Irish in America: The Long Journey
Home & May the Road Rise to Meet You: The Irish-
American Experience

Series 4: Research, 1980-2005, undated
Action Grosse Ile

“Afro-Celtic Connections: From Frederick Douglass to
The Commitments”

Articles: “American Women, Ethnicity, & Work,”
assorted

Articles: “Irish America,” assorted

Articles: “Irish America,” assorted
Articles: “Irish Emigration/Immigration,” assorted

Articles: “Irish Emigration/Immigration,” assorted
Articles: “Irish Emigration & U.S. Domestic Servants,
assorted

Articles: “Irish Women & Emigration,” assorted
Articles: Kelleher, Patricia

Articles: Kenny, Kevin

Article: The New Republic — Studs Terkel

2
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2004
2004

1998, undated
2002

1990-2006
1998-1999
1990-1992
2003-2007
2004
Undated
1991

1999, undated

1992-1993,
undated
undated

1992-1994,
undated

1981, 1993-
1994, undated
undated
1981-1982,
1993-1994,
undated
undated
1995-2000,
undated

1995, undated
2003, undated
2005, undated
1988
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10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
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10
10
10
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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Article: Newsweek — LBJ Tapes
Article: Time — City Redevelopment
Boston Public Library Information

BVM interviews regarding Sr. Mary Justitia Coffey

BVMs/Sr. Mary Justitia Coffey

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Ann McGowan

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Margaret M.

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Mary

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Mary McDonnell

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Joyce

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Thomas

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Crean

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Lorraine

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Marueen Sheehan

Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Chicago Teacher Biographical Information:
Chicago Teacher Contacts/Letters

Chicago Teacher Questionnaires, Returned

Connecticut Workers Oral History Project
Connecticut Workers Oral History Project

Copies: Photo Reprints
Crawford Aunts Biographical Information

Duff Family Biographical Information

Gaelic Gotham Exhibition

Clancy, Mary
Cunningham,
Foerner,
Hornung,
Kopecky,
O’Brien,
O’Leary, Joan
Page,

Schmit,

Tully Family
Walsh, Kate

Manuscript: Caring for Chicago’s Women & Girls: The

Sisters of the Good Shepard
Memoir: Cunningham, Kate Lennon
Memoir: Lennon, Mary Crowe
Miscellaneous

Museum of Irish America Proposal
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1997
1987
2002
2005
2003, undated
1998

1998
2000
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998
1998

1999, undated
1998-1999
1998-2005,
undated
1998-2001,
undated
1980-1983
1983-2005,
undated
undated
1995-1996,
undated
2002-2003,
undated

1996, undated
1995

undated
undated

1992, 1997,
undated

2001, undated
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12
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14
14
14
14
14
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Note Cards: Research, 1/5

Note Cards: Research, 2/5

Note Cards: Research, 3/5

Note Cards: Research, 4/5

Note Cards: Research, 5/5

O’Malley, Ernie: Biographical Information
Oral History Pamphlets, assorted

Saint Patrick School history
San Francisco Public Library Information

San Francisco Teacher Contact/Letters

San Francisco Teacher Questionnaires, Returned

Sprows, Kathleen: OAH Conference Paper

“The Story of Delia McNeela Tully,” Oral History
Ulster American Folk Park Information

Women & Leadership Archives Information
“Work, Ethnicity, & Oral History”

Series 5: Teaching, 1969-2001, undated
Academic Reference: Other Oral History Course Material

Intro History Course (HIST 101): Textbook Info & Orders
New Course Application
Oral History Course (HIST 483): Bibliographies

Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:

Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:
Oral History Course:

Course Evaluation Forms
Exam Questions

IRB Reference

Notes

Notes

Notes

Oral Interview Project
Readings

Readings

Readings

Syllabi

Textbook Information & Orders
Transcribing Reference

Public History Advisory Board Annual Meeting
Rome Center: Course Materials
Rome Center: Personal Travel Reference
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undated
undated
undated
undated
undated
2006

1992, 1995,
undated
1996
1996-1997,
undated
1998-2005.
undated
1998, 2003,
undated
1998
undated
1997

2005, undated

undated

1983, 1989,
undated
2001
undated
1976-1989,
undated
1999
1989-1993
1988-1991
1987-1997
1999-2001,
undated
undated
undated
1969-1986
1987-1990
1990-1998
1987-2001
1995-2001
undated
1995
2000-2001
2000-2001
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15

15
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15
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15
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15
15
15
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15
15
15

15
15

14
15
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20
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23
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25
26
27
28

29
30
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Rome Center: Work Documents
Study Abroad Reference: Ireland

Series 6: Audiovisual, 1992-2006, undated
3 2 in Floppy Disk: DVM Interviews Regarding Sr. Mary
Justitia Coffey
3 % in Floppy Disk: McGraw-Hill Western Civilization
Textbook Proposal
5 Y in Floppy Disk: Bibliographies, assorted
5 Y in Floppy Disk: Ourselves Alone
5 Y4 in Floppy Disk: “Ourselves Alone: Women’s
Emigration from Ireland, 1885-1920,” C.R.E.P.A.
Conference
5 Y4 in Floppy Disk: Miscellaneous
Audiocassette Tape: Dr. Suellen Hoy & Dr. Eileen
McMahon, Unnamed Academic Talk
Audiocassette Tape: Susan Kane & David Kanet
Interview
Audiocassette Tape: Studs Terkel Interview of Barry
Byrne
Digital Reprint: Condolence Telegram from Mayor Daley
to Margaret Foerner
Digital Reprint: Fifth Generation Page Daughters Photo
Digital Reprint: 4" Annual Michael Sundermeier Lecture
Poster
Photo: Antique Book — Walsh, Kate
Photo: Moran, Urania M. & Nolan, Janet A.
Photo: Page, Joseph T., Jr.
Photo Reprint: Bancroft Family
Photo Reprint: Bancroft, Mary & Foerner, Frank
Photo Reprint: Coffey, Sr. Mary Justitia
Photo Reprint: Duff, John & Duff, Julia Harrington
Photo Reprint: Duff, Julia Harrington
Photo Reprint: Haley, Margaret A.
Photo Reprint: Hillan Family
Photo Reprint: Hookway, Amelia Dunne
Photo Reprint: Kennedy, Kate
Photo Reprint: Women at Boston Harbor, 1914
Transparency: AAP Oral History Workshop
Transparency: Coffey, Sr. Mary Justitia
Transparency: Haley, Margaret — Chicago Teachers’
Federation
Transparency: Hookway, Amelia Dunne
Transparency: Kennedy, Kate
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undated
1993

2005

2004-2006

undated
undated
undated

undated
1996

1992

undated

undated

1998
2005

1999

2004

undated
undated
undated
undated
undated
undated
undated
undated
undated
2005

undated
undated
undated
undated

undated
undated
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